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Conference betwixt a Proteſtant aud 


- a Jew, c. 


7 Thiok my ſelf oblig'd partly by mine own 
SE promiſe, and partly by your importunity, 
to give you ſome account of the ſecond 
Conference at my Houſe, which was ma- 
OA naged by Mr. B. and Rabbi F. and I wiſh 
, A you may read it with the ſame ſatisfaction 
2 No that L heardit. 
Wa Atter the Company met (which was 
now a little augmented by conſent) and all were ſeated and com- 
poſed; Mr. B. began and applied himſelf particularly to Rabbi F. 
and ſaid, Sir, you know the buſineſs that we are come hither a- 
bout; that it is to debate, Whether Feſus of Nazareth be the 
promiſed Mefſias ? This was demonſtrated the laft meeting by 
this worthy perſon (pointing to Father S.) by a convincing ar- 
gument, which was drawn from the many infallible Miracles 
which were wrought by himſelf in the days of his fleſh, and by 
his Followers afterwards in his Name; theſe did amply teſtifie 
that he came from God, and that the teſtimony he gave of him- 
ſelf was true, elſe God (as was then ſaid) would never have ſet 
his own ſeal to it. It is indeed the greateſt confirmation of any 
teſtimony that poor mortals who can't diſcern the Eſſence and 


Being of God, are capable of receiving. I don't therefore de- 


cline this argument, becaule of its inſufficiency to prove the mat- 
ter in queſtion, or becauſe any thing hath or can be offered to 
evade or invalidate the force of it. But to the end you may fee 
our faith doth not hang only. upon this hinge, I ſhall advance an- 
other argument to prove that Jeſus of Nazareth (in whom we 
Chriſtians believe) is the promiſed Meſhas. Beſides then the te- 
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fore him, and thus proceeded: 


„ 25 


ſtimony of, Miracles, we have the teſtimony of the Scriptures to 
this truth, and I remember our Lord himfelf doth appeal to both 


theſe teſtimonies; he ſays, The works he did in his Fathers name 


Ad bear witneſs of him; and he bids the Fews to ſearch the Scrip- 
txres, for they are they which teſtifie of him, And we find in the 
Akts of his Apoſtles, that one Apollos did mightily convinse the 
Fews, and that publickly, ſhewing by the Scriprures that Tea 
was Chriſt. 6 | ; 
To this Work then I ſhall immediately apply my ſelf, and as 
I remember tis that which I promiſed , and 1 ſuppoſe you 
Expect. th By 
Rabbi F. aſſented and ſaid, Yes, that was the proof they now 
expected; only he hoped that by the Scriptures he meant thoſe 
that the Chriſtians call rhe Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, to 


witz the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, and the Hagio- 


grapha. Mr. B. reply*d that he intended no other; for he was 
not inſenſible how the Fews would object againſt any citation out 
of the Scriptures of the New Teſtament ; though he added, he 
could eaſily manifeſt (if that were now his buſineſs) that there 
lay no exceptions againſt them but what were of equal force a- 
gainſt the e of Moſes and all the Prophets; but that he 
ſhould confine himſelf to thoſe Scriptures which by the unani- 
mous conſent both of Fews and Chriſtians were of Divine au- 
thority. And from theſe ſaid he) I ſhall make good theſe two 
grand aſſertions: : 1. That the promiſed Meſſias is long ſince 


come. And, 2. That Jeſia of Nazareth is he. And if I prove 


theſe to points, 1 hope you will give us the right hand of fel» 


- lowl[hip, and become members of the Chriſtian Church. 


. Rabbi. F. anſwered, that if thoſe two points were clearly and 


convincingly proved, he would preſently renounce Fudai, and 
be baptized and become a profeſſor. of the Chriſtian faith, He 


only requeſted that it might nat be interpreted an interruption, 
if as particular places were cited and urged, he made his objecti- 
ons (if he had any) becauſe he was old and of: weak memory, 
and many things might ſlip from him if he'defer'd the mention- 
ing of them till the end of a long Diſcourſe; Mr. B. approv d of 
his motion, and therefore told him he would purpoſely make a 
pauſe no add then to Wait if any thing might be objected or 
oppoſed to hat he del werd. 


Then pulling a Hebrew'Bible out of his Pocket, he laid it be- 
* 


Mr. B. 


My 


Fs 


R 
Me. B. The firſt thing I propounded to prove is this, That 
the promiſed Mefſas is already, yea long ſince come. For the 
ing of this aſſertion, I might urge many places out of A. 


ſes and the Prophets; but 1 ſhalt take up only with three which- 


are moſt conſiderable. . | 3 
The firſt is in the Book which we call Geneſit, in the Hebrew. 

Bereſſth you will ind it in Ch. 49. v. 8, 10. there Facob is gi- 
ving his Sons his laſt Benediction, and when he comes to Fadah, 


he propheſies of him, That his Brethren ſhould praiſe him, that 


his hands ſhould be in the neck of his enemies; that bis fathers chil- 
dren ſhould bow down before him and farther, which is the paſ- 
ſage 1 aimat, he adds, that the-ſcepter ſhall not depart from Fudah, 
nor 4 lawgiver from between bis feet until Shiloh come, and unto him 
ſhall the gathering of the people be. I ſhall firſt explain theſe words, 
and then form my argument from them. By Fudah» here, is not 
meant the perſon but the tribe of Judah, Nothing here ſpoken- 
of Fudab was in any meaſure fulfill d in his perſon, he liv'd and 
dy'd in Egypt without preeminence among his Brethren; and if 
you look a little higher, you'l find the things foretold by Jacob 
were ſuch as concern d not the perſons of his ſons, but their poſte- 
rity in the laſt days. By Scepter and Lamgiuer is meant the ru- 
ling and legiſlative power that in proceſs of time did ſettle and 
center in that Tribe of Fudabh; it began in David who was of 
that Tribe, and continued for ſome Centuries of years, though 
not without alterations and interciſions; though there was ſome- 
variety in the form of Government; ſometimes it was Monar- 
chical, and fometimes Ariſtocratical, yer ſtill the Law and Poli- 
ty amongſt them was the ſame. By Shiloh is meant the Meſſias, or 
the promiſed ſeed, the feed of the Woman this might be prov'd 
from the ſignification of the word, as alſo from the following 
words, to him ſhall the gathering of the people be, or as ſome read 
it, to him ſhall the obedience o the Nations be, Now to whom can 
this be applied but the Meſſias, unto whom it is elſewhere. pro- 
miſed the Nations ſhall ſeek? The Nations of the Earth were to 
be blefſed/in him, and the Nations of the Earth were: to be. ga- 
thered to him. Of this opinion alſo were all your- ancient Ma- 
ſters. Nothing is of greater authority with you Jews, than your 
Targums. Ben Uzæiel Tenders it, Uatil the time wherein the 


King Meſſiah ſhall come; and Onkelss to the lame purpoſe, un 


in that ef 


til the Meſſiah ſhall come whoſe is the Kingdom; 
Feraſa 
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Feruſalew. Your learned Doctors thus render or rather para- 
phraſe upon this Prophecy; _ ſhall not ceaſe from the hon 
of Tudab, nor Doflors that ttach the Law from hu childrens chit- 
dren , until the time that the King Meſſiah do come, whoſe the 
kingdom is, and all the nations of the earth ſhall be ſubject to bim, 
From the words thus explained, I draw this Argument: If the 
Scepter and Lawpiver be departed from Fudah, then is the Meſ- 

ſiah already come; but the Scepter and Lawgiver are departed 
from Judah, therefore is the Meſſiah already come. The major 
propolition is affirmed in the Text, the #jwor can't be denied by 
you Fews yourſelves. Lou can't but acknowledg, that for a- 
bout 1600 years, there hath been no ſuch thing as a Tribe of 
Fudah in any national or political conftitution. Tis evident 
beyond all contradiction that your whole Nation hath been ſcat- 
tered over the face of the earth, and have led a precarious 
life, under foreign and ſtrange Princes, and have had for many 
_ Generations, no Law, Government, or Authority of your 

own amongſt your ſelves. This is not only conſeſt but lament- 
ed by ſome of your-moſt learned Rabbi's. Kimchi on Hoſea 
thus writes, Theſe are the 725 of our captivity, wherein we have 
neither King nor Prieſt of Iſrael; but we are in the power of the 
Gentiles, and under the power of their Kings and Princes. And 
the great Abarbinel on 1/aiab tells us, That tis a great part of 
their miſery in their Captivity, that they have neither» King 
nor Rule, nor Scepter of judgment}, as if he ſhould have ſaid, 
Scepter and Lawpiver are departed. | 

The preciſe time of the departure of all rule and authority 
from Judah, is a little diſputed ; ſome ſay it was in the days of 
Herod an Idumeun, who rooted out the Afacrhabees and San 
bedrim, whereupon the Jews put on Sackcloth, and ſhaved their 
heads, and lamenting, faid, Wo unte u, becauſe the Scepter is 
departed from Fudab, and the Lawgiver from berween bu feet. 
Others ſay , it was at that time, when their Country, City, 
and Temple were deſtroyed by Fe and Titus; and that 
till then there remains ſome footfteps of Rule and Authority 

them, I am not concerned at preſent in this diſpute, 

"tis enough to prove what I affirm, That it is long fince ceaſed 
and departed: for that being abſolutely and irrecoverably 
3 if there be any truth or certainty in this Text, then 
8 ”Y or the Meſſfah.s come, which was the thing to be pro- 
v + | Rab. F. 


7 153 
Rab. F. The 5 3 ( Shebet )- which you render a Scepters 
doth alſo ſignifie a Rod, and the meaning of the place may be 
this, That the Rod of affliction ſhall be upon the back of Fu- 
dab, till the coming of the Meſſian. 

Mr. B. Iwill not deny, but that Sheber doth properly ſigni- 
fie a Rod or Staff; but its metaphorical and moſt uſual ſignifica · 
tion is a Scepter or Enſign of Rule and Government, and ſo it 
muſt neceſſarily be read and rendered in other places: 25 iu 
Pal. 45, The ng of thy kingdom is a right ſcepter. in 

Numb. 24, come 4 ſtar out of Jacob, and 4 ſcepter 
ſoal ariſe P I rael. And that the word muſt be thus read 

and rendered in the Prophecy before us, is plain, becauſe it is 

joyned with Mechbeck a Lawgiver, or one that hath authority 

to write, or preſcribe Laws to be obſerved. This then is here 

foretold, that there ſhall be a continuance of a Soveraign power 

in the SIE: of Fadah, when the kingly government ſhall ceaſe, 

ming of Chriſt, in the great Sanhedrim and in other 

| tis with reſpe@ to this Prophecy, that God 

in Fals: 60, and in Pal 108, calls Tudab his Lawgiver; and 
in 3 Chron. 28. 4, tis aid he hath choſen Fudeb to be his Ruler. 

And that it can't he meant of a Rod of Affliction or Correction, 

is as evident 5 becauſe along while aſter this Propheſie, eſpecially 

in the Reign of David and Swomen, the Tribe of Fadab was in 

a flouriſhing and proſperous condition, 

Rab. F. But if this be meant of the coming of Chriſt, then he 
was exhibited long before you ag en lay he was born; for 
the Scepter departed y wats F the Bebylomiſh Captivity, 
| EINEM hs Do af ihe e the Maccha- 

8, 
Mr. B. The Scepter was not departed from Fudeb in the B. 
5 but only ſuppreſſed for: a ſraſon ; and God 
his Prophets did promiſe the reſtoring. of it alter Seventy 
years, and accordingly it was actually reſtored: for after the 
F the Jews were governed by Dukes, who were of the 


» they were of the Mothers 1 and 
— were joyned the Sunbe dri conſiſting of Sev Two 
Elders, moſt of the Tribe e Brody of who 
continued in the Government of * e — Aeha. 
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dent: for this word- 
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lonite, an Idumean and à firanger,did root them all out, Thee 
things are fully teſtified by Foſephis an approved Hiſtorian, and 
other authentick Records. | 
R. J. Well Sir, you may proceed. 1 | 
Mr. B. Theſecond teſtimony which proves the Meſſiah to be 


long ſince come, is taken out of the Propheſie of Daniel. You 


will find in Chap. 9. 24, 25, 26, 27, Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, 
and to make an end ef ſins,and to make reconciliation for imquity, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteauſneſs, and to ſeat up the viſion 
and propheſie, and to anoint the moſt holy. Know therefore and 
under land, that frum the going forth the commandment to re- 
fore and to build Fernjalem, unto the Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be 
ſeven weeks, and threeſcore and two weeks, the ſtreet ſhall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times. eAndafter thrie- 
ſcore and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf, 
and the people of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtrey the city, 
and the ſandtuary, and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war deſolations are determined. And ht ſhall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midſt of 
the week he ſhall cauſe the-ſacrefice and the oblation-to ceaſe , and 
for the overſpreading' of -abomugations he ſhall make it de ſolate, 
even until the conſummation, alid that determined ſhall be poured 
upon the deſolate, F 1 8 ES. 
L intend not a large Explication of this Prophecy; this I de- 
fire tna be attended to, That the true Meſſiah promiſed un- 
to the Fathers is here ſpoken of, That there is a time limited 
for his cötning, and that this time is long ſince paſt and gone. 
That the true Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, is evident: He is 
twice end by that very name; and indeed the name of/the - 
Melſſah, as appropriated unte the promiled ſeed, is taken from 
this place o Prophet Malone: for it is no where uſed of: him 
abſolutely bur here; And the addition of the word Napid 
the Pritte, on the Hpreme Ruler, doth make it yet more et. 
ford in fundry- other plades, is peculiarby ap- 
plied tb the Meſſiahb. See in Ja. 55: A, J have given iim ( to 
wit che Chriſt ) re be Nagid, a Leader or a Prince umo the prb- 
ple. A Learned Critick hath well obſerved, That theſewords 
erb, ie. that is, Meſſiah the Prince, are written in ſuch 
"Hebrew, a muſt needs arꝑue it a proper name, and as is not to be 
found again in all the Bible. To 


8 


Ss. _— 


n erſon here ſpoken of, is not on- 


ly called Meſſiah, and Mefab the Prince, but he is alſo called 
r or the Holy of z the molt holy place in 
the Tabernacle and Temple was lo called, but that can t be here 
intended. The hc'y place in the 24 Temple was never anoint- 
ed ; for it was not lawful for them to make the holy Oyl: And 
beſides, that was burnt with fire and utterly deſtroyed about 
the expiration of theſe weeks, It is therefore the Perſon, that 
the holy place tipifies, that is here ſpoken of, The name of the 
Type is given to the Antitype ; he is the moſt holy that was a- 
nointed : that is, he was made a Meſſiah. And a great Rabbi 
of your own doth thus expound it; This Holy of Holies, is 
the Meſſiah who is anointed. or ſanctified from amongſt the 
ſons of David. - | Ts Is 
And for a further confirmation of this; do but conſider what 
work is here aſſigned to be done by this perſon, and you muſt 
conclude it is the Meſſiah that is here intended. Who, but he, 
could finiſh-or take away tranigreſſion, and make an end of ſing 
and make | reconciliation, for (iniquity, and bring in everlaſting 
righteeuſhefs,/ and ſeal, up: Viſion and Prophecy, and: confirm 
the Covenant with many, and cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation to 
ceale? If theſe works could be wrought by any other than the 
Maſbah, we had more reaſon to. delice him than the Meſſiah 


K. J. Lconſeſs you have urged good Reaſons, why. the Mef- 
ſigh promiſed to our Fathers, thou be ſpokenof by Daniel the 
Prophet; yet you muſt give me leave to tell you, that our learn- 
ech men are of opinion, that all this is ſpoken of Cyrus the Per- 
fas Emperor, and that he is Meſfiah the prince; and Hiſtory 
tells us ho he was ſlain ox cut off. As for the true Meſſiah, we 
read jo the Law, that he abideth for ever. And we are con- 
firmed the more in this opinion; becauſe in Iſaich the Prophet, 
he is called the Lords Meſſiah. If you pleaſe, you may conſult 


5 - . the place in the beginning of that which you call Chop. 45.. of 


..... ß = cod noir 
Nr. S. I aengt; ignorant that ſome of the modern. Rehbies 
have ingerpreted; Danals Prophecy of Cyr, for ſome 125 


they bave: abhoxred nothing more, than that. the true Me 
thould be there internled;. for if once they yield. to that, then 
they muſt give up their cauſe, and they have no 3 

£7 = their 
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their unbelief: becauſe, as 1 ſhall ſhew by and by, the time 
limited for the coming and cutting off the Meſſiah, is long fince 


expired. This Propheſie therefore, if it hath re in it, 
muſt have had its accompliſhment : And it argues the d 

caſe of the Fews, and deſperate ſhifts they are put to, that they 
can find po more probable perſon than Cy w to accommodate 


orable 


this Prophecy to. I pray do but conſider, which of all thofe 
works the Mefſiah was to do, can in any tolerable ſenſe be ap- 
plied to ( Je Did he take away fin? or bring in an everlaſting 
righreouinefs 7” or make reconciliation for iniquity? or ſeal up 
Viſion and Prophefic? or confirm the Covenant with many? or 
cauſe the facrifice and oblation to ceaſe? Nay, was there any 
ſuch, thing as facrifice of oblation in his days, for him to put an 
end to? Nay, was not hea means of reviving ſacrifices and obla- 
tions in after times? „„ 
8 it be conſidered, that the limited time here ſpoken 
of, doth begin from the going for tk of the Commandment to 
reſtore and to build e that is expreſt in the Prophecy. 
No ſome learned men and good Chronolo rs are of opinion, 
that the Commandment gere ſpoken of, did not commence or 
begin till many Years after Cyra his death. This is evident, 
that there were ſeveral Commandments and Decrees from the 
Perſian Emperors about this matter. The firſt was made b 
Cyris, in the firſt year of his Empire; and ſome think his was bo 
nat, the Commandment ſpoken of in Daniel, becauſe it was only 
ce rm of the Temple; whereas that of Daniel was ſor 
the building of Feruſalem: Beſides, it had little or no effect 
within the ſpace of Thtee or Four years it came to nothing, ti 
anon after the death of Cyra, there came forth another Detree 
from Darius ( ſuppoſed to be Dim Hyſtaſper the 3d Empe- 
ror of the Ferſtanr) for the building of the Temple. Of this 
we read Ezra 6: and it ſeems to be à revival of the Decree of 
Cyras; the roll whereof upon fearch;made, was found at Ach- 


, wet in the Province of the Afedes. --Befides this Decree of Cy+ 


rut and Darius, we read of another Deeree or Commandment of 
ef erer in Exra 7, who is ſuppoſed to be he that was call- 
ed Longinanys. - This Was a more authentick'Deerec dvr Com- 
mandment tha either of the former; for it was made, as tis 
in Ezra7. 14, by the King and his Seven Councellors, which 
was the higheſt legiſlative power amongſt the Perſians, Here 


was 


1 e 


SI 

was not only a proclamation of liberty, but a formal Commit. 
ſion, and that from the King and his Council. Authority is 
given to Ezra 10 erect a civil Government and a Magiſtracy 
amongſt the people, with power over the eſtates, liberties, and 


lives of men; and this is likely to be the Commandment for the 


building of Feru/elem : for it is not Walls and Houſes, ſo much 
as Rule and Government, that makes or conſtitutes a City. 

*« And if the going forth of the Commandment, to reſtore and 
build Feruſalem, which is the epocha of time now limited and 
determined, be underſtood, as it is by ſome, of the firſt De- 
cree or Commandment of Cyrus, then he can't be Meſſiah the 
Prince, at whoſe cutting off, the time muſt determine. He did 
not live long after that Commandment. ' The Temple was not 
built, nor was there any ſacrifice or oblation therein during all 
his ſhort reign. The things here foretold, were not accom- 


pliſhed till above Four hundred year after his death. 


- Ir*s true, he is once called the anointed of the Lord, becauſe 
he was deſigned and employed by God in that ſpecial ſervice of 
ruining the Babylonian Empire: But doth it therefore follow, 
that he is intended in this Prophecy, when no oe word or-cir- 
cumſtance therein is applicable to him? and when he was dead 
fome hundreds of years, before the determined time mentioned 
in the Prophet did expire? You may as well ſay Saul or Zedekiuh 
is intended, ſeeing both of them are called in Scripture the 
Lords anointed. | 
Having thus proved that the true and only Meſſiah is here 
ſpoken of it remains now that I ſhould ſhew how the time li- 
mited for his coming is long ſince expired. This is expreſly ſaid 
to be Seventy weeks from the going forth of the Commandment, 
to reſtore and build Feruſalem. That by Seventy weeks, are to be 
underſtood Seventy ſevens of years, a day being put for a year, 
and a week for Seven years, Which makes full Four hundred 
ninety years, is generally owned by the Jews as well as the 
Chriſtians, The learned Kimchi upon this place doth acknow- 
ledg it; fo doth Farchi, Rab. Leadias and others. And that 
Four hundred and ninety years are gone and paſt ſince the Com- 
mandment came forth for the rebuilding and reſtoring of 7eru- 
ſalem, I ſuppoſe will not be denied. There are above Six times 
Seventy weeks from that time to this. This then will inevitably 
follow, That the Meſſiah is long fince come. * £9 
B 2 at A R. 7 9 
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R. 7. The Chriſtians themſelves can t agree. when theſe Seven- 
ty weeks did begin or end; which weakens their Argument 
from this Prophecy. 


Nr. B. It is confeſt, what you fay is true 3 there is a great 
difference amongſt Learned men, in their computation of Dani '- 
el's weeks ; they are not agreed as I ſaid before, at which of the 


Commandments for the building of Feruſalem they do 


as at the which of thee Theo Bile Ae ed, warts ae; 
the death of the Meſſiah, or at the utter ſubverſion and de- 
ſtruction of the Temple at Jerfalew. And there is ſome dif- 


ferenee alſo in their Accounts, which is occaſioned by the defe& 
of Hiſtory; the number and years of the Perſian Kings, 
through whole reigns that Account runs, is differently recorded 
by moſt authentick Hiſtorians : But all rhis doth nothing invali- 
date my Argument, nor is that at all concerned in the Chrono- 
logical computation of thoſe times, or of Danes weeks. It is 
ſufficient to my purpoſe, that by the conſent of all, the time is 
long ſince paſt, and therefore the Meſſiah is long ſinee come. 
And this I might further tell you, That the differences amongſt 
the Fews about the beginning and ending of the Seventy years 
Caprivity, are more, and greater than the differences amongſt 
Chriſtians about the Seventy weeks in this Propheſie : Yea, the 
ancient Fews were ſo convinced the Meſſiah was to come about 
the time that theſe Seventy weeks did determine, that nothing 
extraordinary did appear in any perſon, but preſently they were 


in lulpence whether he wete the Meſſiah. Yea, 7oſephus tells us 


in his Seventh Book of the Fewiſh Wars, That it was their conf 
dent expectation of the Meſſiah's coming about that ſeaſon, 
that put them vpen that unequal and fatal War with the Re- 
mant. Yea, and the Talwnd. tells us, they were the more ob- 


ſtinate in the War, by their dayly and hourly expeRation, that 


their Meffiah,. who was to come about that time, would ap- 
pear to their help; and: ſeeing (as they thought.) he came 
not then, they have now no other acrount or reckoning : Yea, 
in theit Te/mad they curſe thoſe who compute the time in which 
the Mir ſhah ſhall come. 

After a little pauſe, when nething was objected, Mr. B. 
proceeded and ſaid, I ſhall turn you to the third and laſt Teſti- 
many that Iſha!l. bring do prove the Mee ſſiah is long ſince come z 
and that is in the Prophecy of Aalachi, (Hep. 3. 1, Behold, I 


IS MA. 


EIT | 

will ſend my meſſenger; and be ſhall prepare the way befors me, and 
the Lord whons ye ſeek he ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even 
ohe meſſenger of the (ovenant whom you delight in, behold he ſhall 
come, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. That the Meſſiah is the ſubject 
here ſpoken of, is granted by the Fes themſelves, Aben Ezra, 
Rainbam, and Kimchy, and others of your learned Mafters apply 
this Prophecy to him. The words of Kimchy are exprefs ; This 
„ the King, the Meſſiah, and this is the Angel of the Covenant, 

The Meſſiah was the Lord whom the Jet your fathers ſoughty 
whoſe coming they long looked for, and carneſtly prayed for. 

He was the Angel of the Covenant, Gods meſſenger, who was, 
as we obſerved before out of Daniel, to confirm the Covenant 
with many. By him the new Covenant was to be confirmed and 


ratified. Now that which is predicated of the Meſſiah by this 


Prophet is this, that he ſhovld come ſuddenly to his Temple; 
his coming there muſt be whilſt the Temple was yet ſtanding and 
in being. And tis for this reaſon that the Prophet Hapgai tells 
us, Hag. 2. 9. that the glory of the latter Houſe ſhall be grea- 
ter than the former, becauſe the Meſſiah who is there called rhe 
deſire of all Nations, ſhall in a ketle while come to it, and afford 
it his Perſonal preſence. You know your ſelves that in rel, . 
of any other glory, the latter Temple was far inferior to the for- 


mer. It was not comparable with it for magnificence of ſtructure, 
hence it is that thoſe of the fathers who were ancient men, and 
had ſeen the firſt houſe, when the foundation of the other was 


laid, they wept with a lou! voice; it grieved them to think- 


what a diſproportion there was like to be betwixt the former 


and the latter Houſe. fl 
R. F. But this ſecond Temple was greatly beautified and en- 
ed by Herod about 300 years after it was huiſt, and it might 
be {aid with reſpect thereto, that the glory of the latter Houſe: 
ſhould be great above that of the former. 

Mr. B. Tis true, the latter Houſe was greatly beautified by 
Herod, but it does got appear that it was enlarged by him; he 
built it higher, but it was ſtill upon the old foundation; and 
when lie had finiſhed what he undertook, there was no compa- 
riſon betwixt this and the former Temple. Do but conſider the 
Treaſure that David provided, beſides what Solomon added fot 


the building of the firſt Houſe, we find it was 100000 Talents 


of Gold, and 1000000 Talents of Silver, beſides Braſs and Iron 


without 
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without weight. We may rationally compute, that Herod in 
all his wealth and glory was not worth one tenth part of this. 
Trealure; nay all Herods revenue was hardly ſufficient to find 
Bread for Solomons Workmen, which were above 3 30000 men; 
nor is it likely that he employed ſo many in the whole work as 
Solomon did to ovexſee his Labourers. But beſides the Magnifi- 
cence of the Fabrick, there were ſundry priviledges which add- 
ed a great glory to the firſt Temple, that were wanting in the ſe- 
"cond, viz. Fire from Heaven to conſume the Sacrifices, Drin 
and Thummim, the Ark of the Covenant, the Mercy. ſeat, the 
Cherubims, and Oracles from thence, the Cloud filling the 
Temple, the ſpirit of Prophecy; theſe indeed were the chiefeſt 
glory of the firſt Temple; and the Fews acknowledge this, as 
they do in their Talmud, that all theſe priviledges and pledges 
of Gods Preſence were wanting in the ſecond Temple; with 
what face then can you compare the one with the other, or pre- 
fer the glory of the one to the glory of the other ? There was 
nothing doubtleſs that gave the latter Houle this preference, or 
rendered it more glorious than the former, but his coming to it, 
and appearing in it, who was the Lord whom they fought, and 
who was the deſire of all Nations, or one to be delired by 
them. 

The exhibiting of him to the world, was the end of the buil- 
ding of the Temple, and of all the worſhip therein performed ; 
and fo by his coming unto it, more abundant honour and. glory 
was confet d upon it. x 

Thus, I hope, I have ſufficiently proved that the Meſſiah was 
to come during the ſtanding of the ſecond Temple, and that 
being long fince utterly deſtroyed (as it has been for above theſe 
1600 years) it mult needs follow that the Meſſiah is long ſince 
come, which was the thing to be proved. | Ie» 

R. F. Sir | muſt needs acknowledg you have offer'd and urg'd 
ſtrong arguments to prove the Meſſiah is already come; wi. I 

may not conceal it from you, that many of our Maſters have been 
long of this mind, and that for our ſins (Which ate many and 
great) he is kept hid in Paradiſe, or in the Sea; or that he wells 
among the Lepers at the Gates of Rome, waiting for a call from 
Heaven, to go and gather the diſperſed Jews, and deliver them 
out of the handsof thoſe that ride upon their backs; therefore 
ſuppoſe we grant your firſt aſſertion, That the Meſſiah is _ 
4 : fince 


. nan oe. 


L 

{mee come, how will you prove your ſecond, that Jeſus of Na 
Mr. B. To that Ino haſten, and I do not doubt but by Gods 

aſſiſtance to make it manifeſt beyond all contradiction. Two Ar. 


guments only ſhall be inſiſted upon. 


1. That Je of Nazareth hath no other to ſtan] in competi- 
tian r 8 1 

2. That all that was propheſid of old touching the Meſſiah, is 
verified and fulfilled in hin. 

1, That Feſus of Nazareth: hath no other to ſtand in competi- 
tion with bim; it is a remarkable Providence of God that he 
ſhould be without a compzritor, that there is none elſe (the Fews 
themſelves being Judges) that can have the title, diznity or office 
of the Meſſi ik appropriated to him: Tis true there have ben 
ſome Pſeudo Meſſighs, or pretenders to this dignity,” but they 
are diſclain'd by your ſelves as ſeducers and cauſers of great 
miſery to your people and Nation. Of this ſort was Theudas and 
Fudas of Galilee ; but the more famous falſe Meſſiah was Bar- 
char habet he ſon: of the Star; he ſeign'd himſelf to be the Meſſiah, 
and {aid that Scripture was ſpoken of him, There ſhall come a Star 
out of Facob, &. Rabbi Akiba, a man of great fame in thoſe 
times, hen he ſaw him, faid, This is the King, the Meſſi th. This 
Barchochab was (as ſome affirm) in Feruſalem before its defiruti- 
on, and Abe applied unto hin that of the Prophet Haggai, 
The deſire of all Nations ſhall came. To him not only the common 
people, but the chief Doctors and Rabbies did join themſelves, and 
aided him againſt the Rom ant until he peritht himſelf, and cauſed 
many others to periſh with him. About 48 years after the De- 
rution of Feruſalem (if we may credit the mo{t approved Hi- 
ſtorians of thoſe times) roſe another cheat called Bencozb:,(fome 
rs of the Fewiſh Writers will have this Bencoxbi and the 
forementioned Barebechab to be the fame perſon.) In ſhort this 
is his Hiſtory : The Jews that remained after Feruſalem was de- 
ſtroyed, made a _w_ called Bitter, the Metropolis or chief ſeat 
of the Kingdom, and took this falſe Chriſt for their King. The 
E-nperour Adrian peſiogedi them in this City, and at length, he 
took. it, and cut off the head of Bencor bi. la this War they that 
{peak of the leaſt, afficm that 3000 Faws loſt their lives 3, and 
ſach a devaſtation was mac of the whole Nation, as that to this 
day they could never gather together in conſiderable numbers in 

— any 


f 
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any part of the world. In the reign of Theodefo the ſecond, 


ohe Moſes of Crete acted the part of a falſe Saviour __ the 
oſes, a 


Stage of the World; he gave out that he was af 
Prophet lixe unto him, mat God had ſent from Heaven, and he 
would lead all the Fews that followed him thorough the Sea to 
the Continent dry-ſhod. For a year together he perſwaded 
them in their Towns and Cities to leave all and follow him, and 
he would conduct them into the promiſed land. At an appointed 
time great multitudes of Men, Women and Children repair to 
him, whom he brings to an high Promontory hanging over the 
Sea; at his command many caſt themſelves down, ſome of which 
were drowned, others were ſaved by Chriſtian Fiſhermen, who 


diſſwaded them (all they could) from fo mad and murderous an 


act. The Fews ſeeing themſelves deluded, thought to lay hands 
upon the Impoſtor, but their falſe Moſes (as if he had been a 
true Devil) was gone and vaniſht they knew not how nor hi- 
ther. This occahoned many Fews to embrace the Chriſtian Faith, 
and to leave that way of 7udaiſm which was ſubject to ſuch dan- 
3 coſtly deceits. In the year 1135, one Da vid Etroi, or 
Dauid & David, gave out that he was the Meſhah, and that 
God had ſent him to deliver his people Iſrael. The King of Perfia 
(in whoſe Dominions he was) laid hold of him; but he being a 
cunning Magician freed himſelf, and did many pranks to the great 
enraging of that King againft the Jews. They to prevent the 
ruin that was coming upon them by his means, made a great feaſt 
for this mock Meſſiah, and when he was afleep in hisdrunkennefs 
they cut off his head and preſented it to the King, who there- 
upon was appeaſed and reconciled to them. | 
We read alſo of one called the King of Thabor, who would 
needs be the Meſſiah, whom Charles the Fifth cauſed to beburnt. 
And Maimonides reckons up four more falſe Chriſts, that did a- 
riſe among the Fews in Spain and France, that brought great mi- 
ſery upon themſelves and their followers, © But von have heard 
enough of this ſubje&. Evident it is, that unleſs it be Feſws of 
Nazareth out bleſſed Saviour, there is none that with any colour 
of probability can be ſuppoſed to be the Meſſiah. To ſay (as you 
hinted but now) that he is kept hid in Paradiſe, or in the Sea, till 
the time of his ſhewing to-{/rach, is fuch'a ridiculous ſubterſuge 
or fancy, that your own Maſters diſclaim it; and all rational con- 
fiderate perſons are aſhamed of it. | 


2. The 


© this, That all that was propheſied of 


VVV 5 
2. The ſecond Particular that 1 Lee ee to prove, Was 
d 22 the Meſſiah, 
is verified and fulfilled in Feſus of Nazareth. The holy Prophets 


who were divinely inſpired) did plainly deſcribe and characte- 


rixe him that was to come, to the end the Church might know 
and receive him at his coming. Now I ſhall ſhew you how all 
the Prophetical Characters of the Meſſiah do center in the per- 
{on of our bleſſed Saviour. 

1. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed by his lineage and de- 
ſcent; he was to be of the ſeed of Abraham, of the Tribe of Fa- 
dah, and of the houſe of David; this needs no proof, becauſe 
it is univerſally acknowledged. And yet by the way this yery ac- 
knowledgment doth mar all expectation of a Meſſiah to come, 
becauſe you are now at an utter loſs about all Genealogy ſince 

our diſperſton, and are not in a capacity to diſcover a Meſſiah 
this Scripture ſign of him, Now that Fe/w@ of Nazareth was 
thus deſcended,may eaſily be demonſtrated ; there is no queſtion 
of his being of the ſeed of Abraham, and of the Tribe of Zudah: 
the only doubt that can be, is, whether he were of the family of 
David, unto which the promiſe of the Chriſt was reſtrained. 
Now this is proved at large by two witneſſes, Matthew and Luke, 
who wrote the Hiſtory of his Life in the very age wherein he 
lived. And if it be objected that they were two of his Diſciples, 
and ſo their teſtimony in that caſe is not to be taken. I anſwer, 
That the teſtimony they gave as to this matter, was taken out of 
the unqueſtionable records of tRoſe times, or elſe why did not 
your fathers except againſt what they wrote? and why in the 
midſt of their rage againſt him and his followers, was it not once 
objected by them, That he was not of the family of David, and 
ſo could not be the perſon that he pretended to be? 

R. F. The Hiſtorians you ſpeak of, Matthew and Luke, do 
not at all prove the matter in queſtion, which is, That Jeſus did 
ſpring from the family of David; for you Chriſtians believe 
that he was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of Mary 
whilſt a Virgin, and that Foſeph was only his reputed father. 
Now both * Genealogies of Matthew and Lug belong unto 
Foſeph alone, as may appear if you conſult the beginning of the 
one, and the end of the other. "Seeing then that Tc was no o- 
therwiſe related to Joſeph, but as his mother (as you affirm) 
was eſpouſed to him, he cannot be reckoned in Foſeph's right to 
belong unto the family of David, C Mr. 
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Mr. B. I know this bath been objected of old; but the cavil 
is occaſioned through a miſtake : for Lake gives us diretily the 
Genealogy of the Virgin Mary the Mother of Feſes; and there- 


fore if you compare the Evangeliſts or Hiſtorians, as you call 


them, you'l find that whereas Matthew makes Foſeph to deſcend 
from David by the line of Solomon, Luke makes Mary to deſcend 
from David by the line of Nathan; and Heli (the laſt that is 


mentioned in that line) was the father of Mary, and not of Ja- 


ſeph; only he is ſaid to be Heli's ſon, beeauſe his daughter was le- 
gally contraſted or eſpouſed to him. And though the Genealogy 
recorded by Matthew, be the Genealogy of Jeſeph, and not of 
Mary, from David downward ; yet herein he proceeds according 
to the Laws of Genealogies, and the legal way of proving one 
to be of ſuch a tribe or family. A woman, whatever. tribe or 
family ſhe was of before, after contract of Marriage, ſhe was 
Iepaby accounted to be of that family into which by her Eſpou- 
ſals ſhe was engrafted : and of that family, and no other was 
he to be reckoned, who was born of her after ſuch Eſpouſals. 
And this legal relation or tranſlation of families, Luke ſeems to 
intimate, when he ſays, That the mother of Feſus was eſpouſed to 
4 mau whoſe name was Foſeph, of the family of David. There be- 
ing no reaſon to mention his family, but to ſhew that the Genea- 
logy of Feſis (the ſon of her who was eſpouſed to him) was con- 
cerned therein. 

This may juſtifie the method of Matthew in recording the 
Genealogy of Feſ, by reckoning up the progenitors of his 
ſuppoſed father; for if you conſider how Genealogies are not 
reckoned by women, there was no better or ſurer way of de- 
claring his pedigree who deſcended of Mary, than by his to 
whom ſhe was ſo nearly related. Although it was not without a 
remarkable providence, that Feſws on both fides deſcended 
(that is from his mother and ſuppoſed father too) from the fami- 
ly and houſe of David. 

R. J. Sir, your arguing hath ſtrength in it; but yet give me 
leave to tell you, that it doth much invalidate the apy ag? of 
theſe two Hiſtorians, that they do not altogether agree in their 
Genealogies; and our learned men have oblerved ſeveral omiſſi- 
ons and corruptions, eſpecially in Matthews Genealogy; and if 1 


Nee, me, I could ſhew you many knots therein, which 


L believe you will never be able to untye. 


Mr. B. 
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Mr. 5. I do confeſs the Genealogies of Matthew and Luke are 
not without their difficulties ; but I will aſſure you they are far 
from being inſoluble or inſuperable z and if you pleaſe (when you 
have conſulted your authors)to bring or ſend me your objections, 
here promiſe you to return a full and ſatisfaory anſwer there- 
unto, and I queſtion not (by Gods aſſiſtance) but I ſhall convince 
you that there is neither contradiction nor corruption in the Ge- 
nealogies of theſe two Evangeliſts, 

R. F. You promiſe very fairly. To proceed. 
Mr. B. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed, as by his linea ge 
and deſcent, ſo in the ſecond place by the manner of his birth 
and production ; as he was to be an extraordinary perſon, ſo he 
was to be born and brought forth in an extraordinary manner; 
that is, he was to be born of a Virgin that never knew a man: 
this indeed was implied in that firſt promiſe which God made to 
our firſt Parents, where he is called the ſeed of the woman. But tis 
expreſt by the Prophet Iſaiab, Chap. J. 14. Behold, a Virgin ſhall 
conceiue and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name Immanuel. For the 
better underſtanding of this excellent Prophecy, you may pleaſe 
to take notice how Abez. and his people were under great con- 
ſternation by reaſon of the invalion of two potent Princes; 
whereupon 1ſasah is ſent unto him with good tidings, that though 
theſe two Princes had taken evil counſel againſt him, it ſhould not 
ſtand, but they ſhould be diſappointed and broken. Abax gave little 
credit to the words of the Prophet, hereupon he bids him to ask 
a ſign either in heaven or in earth. Abaz refuſeth to ask a gn, 
and adds that he will not tempt the Lord. Whether he ſpoke this 
hypocritically, as pretending great veneration and reſpect to that 
command, where tis written, Thon ſhalt wot tempt the Lord thy 
God; or whether he ſpoke it prophanely, as not being willing to 
try or truſt the Lord, and commit the event of that buſineſs un- 
to him, becauſe he had reſolved to fend to the King of Aria 
for help, I ſhall not now diſpute z the Prophet he ſharply repre- 
hends him, and tells him, though he would not ask a ſign, yet God 
would give a ſign, he would do it voluntarily and of his own 
accord, A Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, cc. As if he had 
ſaid, you think God is not able or willing to ſave you from 
theſe two Kings, hel give you an inſtance of greater power and 
odneſs than this, he'l ſend the Meſſiah that ſhall ſave you 
om worſe and greater enemies 8 thoſe; hel work a 27 
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ele, to cauſe a woman to conceive without any conjunction with 
man, and therefore he is ſurely able to ſave you out of the hands 
of theſe men; he'l make good his word concerning his giving 
his ſon to ſave you from your fins ; much more will he make 


good his word concerning the ſaving you from the hands of 
your enemies, | 


R. F. We conceive this Prophecy doth no way relate to the 
birth of Feſus of Nazareth, we know that Matthew ſo ap- 


plys it, but we-think impertinently; for the birth of the child 


here promiſed, was to be a ſign to Abax of his deliverance from 


thoſe two Kings that now came up againſt him; and of this the 
birth of Feſus (if he were the Meſſiah) was not a proper pledge 
or aſſurance, becauſe he was not born till ſame hundreds of 
years afterwards. 

Mr. B. Tis not unuſual for thoſe things to be promiſed 
for ſigns, which do not exiſt in themſelves, until after the ac- 


compliſhment of thoſe things whereof they are ſigns ;, inſtances _ 
of this abound in Scripture, ſee Exod. 3. 12. God there tells 


Moſes that this ſhould be a ſign that he had ſent him to Pharaoh, 


the children of Iſrael in after times ſhould ſerve him upon that 
mountain where nom he appeared to hm. A further inſtance of 


this you have in I/. 7. 10, though the thing it ſelf in its ex- 
iſtence can't . a ſign, yet it may in the promiſe and pre- 


diction of it; hereby their faith is confirmed who live in the 


time of the actual accompliſnment of ſuch promiſes. And as to 
the caſe in hand, God doth here aſſure Aha and the houſe 
of David, that he would as certainly make good his promiſe 
in delivering them from the hands of thoſe they fear'd, as he 


| would fulfill that great promiſe of 553 $9 forth the Meſſiah, - - 


and that in a miraculous way, for that he ſhould be conceived” 
and born of a Virgin. | 

XF. But pray, Sir, conſider what follows; that the delive/ 
rance here promiſed from thoſe two Kings, yea their* ruin and 
deſtruction, was to be wrought before this child ſhould come to 
years of diſcretion, which is meant by his knowing to refuſe the 
euil and cbuſe the good. | 

Mr. B. It does not appear that he ſpeaks afterwards in the 
16. yerſe of the ſame child that he doth in this 14 verſe; tis 
evident he makes uſe of another word in the Hebrew, and it 
more: than.probable that he ſpeaks of another child; it you 
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look into the beginning of the Chapter, you fhall find the Pro- 
phet ( and that by the eſpecial command of God ) took with 
him Shear-jeſbub his own Son, when he went with this Meſſage 
unto the King, This you may ſuppoſe, was for ſome particular 
reaſon or end in the Meſſage which he was to deliver; his Son 
being then but a Child, could be of no uſe in that whole tranſ- 
action,, unleſs it were to be an inſtance of ſomething to be 
ſpoken or done; and doubtleſs this Son of his, was the young 
Child he there intends and inftanceth in, before whoſe growing 
up to years of diſcretion, thoſe Kings of Damaſcus and Samaria 
ſhould be deſtroyed. 

Vet if you ſhould quarrel with this Interpretation, there is 
no force in your objection; for this phraſe doth import no more 


, but this, That in as ſhort a ſpace of time theſe two Kings ſhall 
be deſtroyed, as any Child, or this promiſed Child, when he 


ſhall be born, ſhall come to the uſe of reaſon and underſtanding. 

R. F. Suppoſe I ſhould grant what you ſay, yet this Prophe- 
cy is not for your purpoſe ; for the word that you render a Vir- 
gin, doth fignifie any young Woman, whether ſingle or Marri- 
ed: Nay, in the Proverbs of Solomon, it is uſed for a Harlot. 


I do not ſee therefore why you Chriſtians ſhould put ſo much 


ſtreſs or weight upon it. 
Mr. B. If this cavil hath any truth in it, 1 will yield the 


Cauſe. There are but two ways to know the ſignification of a 


word; either it muſt be from the Etimology, or conſtant uſe of 
it; as to the Etimology of the word, you know it is from Alam, 
which ſignifies to hide; which in Niphal is hidden or kept cloſe. 
Hence is <Almah a Virgin, and ſhe is ſo called from her being 
unknown by man, or from the cuſtom in thoſe eaſtern Coun- 
tries, where Virgins were hid and'kept cloſe from all common 
Converſation. The Grecians alſo, for the ſame reaſon, called 
Virgins Recluſes, or perſons ſbut up. This then is the deriva- 
tion of the word, and it properly ſignifies an unknown and an 
untoucht Virgin. As to the conſtant uſe of it, I can boldly af- 
firm, that wherever you meet with it in Scripture, it hath the 
{ame ſignification. It is ſeveral times uſed in the Scripture in 


this ſente, and in no other: as for that place in the Proverbs - (I 
know what you mean) *tis in Chap. 30. 19, there Agur ſays, 


There are three things which are too wonderful for him, yea, four 
„ fourth wats 0he wee of © agree 
4 maid- 


* 
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Fews, in this place a Harlot ; But we Chriſtians ſee no neceſſity of 
it; we think an unſpotted Virgin is here allo intended; and that 
by the way of a man with 4 maid, eAgur intends nothing elle, 
but the way and manner of men in ah. dans deviccs to cor- 
rupt Virgins, and to compals their luſt upon them: This is 


„ mai, Here is the ſame word, and it muſt ſignifi, ſa you 


ſuch as a good man is ignorant of. Thus you ſee, that if you 


conſider the word either in its derivation, or conſtant ſignifica- 
tion, it muſt be underſtood of an unipotted Virgin, and no other. 
And that it ſhould be ſo underſtood in this place, I have yet a 
further reaſon, becauſe it is fome miraculous thing which is above, 


and contrary to the ordinary courſe of nature that is here ſpoken 


of z and therefore tis uſher'd in with a note of attention, Be- 
hold! and tis given by God himſelf as a miraculous ſign, as 
great or greater than Abaz could have asked, either in Heaven 
or in Earth: and therefore tis ridiculous to underſtand it ( as 
you Fews would have it) of an ordinary conception and birth, 
or of another womans conceiving and bearing a Son; How 
could that be a prodigy or a miraculous ſign, which was done 
every hour in the day CE 
R. J. But ſtill this can't be meant of Jeſus the Son of Mary, 
bec:ule the name of this Child was to be /mmanuel. - | 
Mr. B. By what I have already heard from you, I take you 
to be a man of greater reading and underſtanding, than to think 
there is any force in this objection; when the Prophet ſays his 
name ſhall be call'd Inmanuel, he intends what he ſhall be and do, 
and not what he ſhall commonly be call'd or nam'd. The plain 
meaning is, he ſhall be Immanuel, that is, God with us, or God 
and man in one perſon; and his work ſhall be to reconcile God 
to man, and man to God. Pray, Sir, let me deſire you to look 
a little further, and you'l find in the ninth Chapter of this Pro- 
ecy, a parallel place; *Tis ſaid in verſ. 6, that unto we a child ts 
vorn, unto wu ſon is given, the government ſhall be upon his ſhowl- 


der, and bis name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 


mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. This 
is a maniteſt Prophecy of the Meſſiah z but do you think that 
theſe are his proper names? or rather is not this the meanmg, 
that he ſhall be all that is there expreſt ? and how often in 0- 


ther places is a thing faid to be call*d that which it is in its be- 


ing, quality, or creation? 2 7 
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K. F. I am amaz'd at your Anſwers! I made no, doubt of f 


wreſting this Scripture out of your hands. I pray go on. 


Mr. B. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed in the 3d place, as 
by the manner, fo by the place of his birth. This was foretold 
by the Prophet Micah, chap. 5. 2, to be Bethlehem Ephratab ; 
the words are theſe, Thox Bethlehem Ephratah, thongh thou be 
little among the thouſands of Fudab, yet out of thee ſhall he come 
forth unto me, that us, to be ruler in Iſrael; whoſe goings forth 
have beeen from of old, from the days of eternity. That the 
Meſhah is here ſpoken of, is the acknowledgement of the Fews 
themſelves. The Chaldee Paraphraſi thus reads the words, 
Out of thee ſhall come forth to me the Meſſiah, who ſhall have the 
rule. That the place of the Meſſiah's birth is here propheſied 
of, this alſo is acknowledged by the Fews, as well as the Chri- 
ſtians : when Herod of ol demanded where the Chriſt ſhould 
be born, the chief Prieſts and Scribes affirmed (and that unani- 
mouſly ) that he was to be born at Bethlehem, and proved what 


they affirmed by this Prophecy of Aficab,. That Fe our 


Bleſſed Saviour was born or brought forth at Bethlehem, is too 
manifeſt to be denied: The wonderful Providence of God in 
bringing this about, is not to be paſt over in ſilence. Foſeph - 
( his ſuppoſed Father) and Mary his Mother, lived in Galilee - 
in a mean condition, and had no deſign, either of dwelling in 
Bethlehem, or taking a journey thither. But about that ſealon, . 
when ſhe was big with Child, there went out a Decree from 

Ceſar Auguſtus, That all perſons ſhould be taxed, and they muſt © 
repair to the City or Village to which they belong, in order 

thereunto z this brought Feſeph and Mary at this time to Beth - 
lehem : this ſhewed to what houſe and lineage they belonged, 
even that of David, as I ſaid before. It was God ſurely that put 
this into Cæſars mind, or eiſe why could they not have been 
taxed in the places where they dwelt or reſided: but to Bethle · 
hem they muſt come, and that for a double Reaſon ( which the 
only wiſe God foreſaw): Firſt, That they may be publickly 
enrolled for branches of David's family. And then ſecondly, . 
That Jeſus might be brought forth there according to this Pro- 
phecy. Let this be further noted, That an end is now put to 
the Fews expectation of another Meſſiah, becauſe Berhlabem is 
ay. Fav utterly deſtroyed, and is now neither great nor ſmall - 
in. the thouſands of Tall. I there be no ſuch place as g- 


lehem, 
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lehem , tig ridiculous in the Fews' to expect the Chriſt from 


R. F. Pray, Sir, proceed. 

Mr. B. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed in the 4eb place, by 
his offices which he ſhould execute 3 the firſt is that of a King. 
In the pl 17 but now cited out of Micah, 5 erg to he Ruler or 
King in Iſrael. Tach. 9. 9, Rejoyce greatly, O daughter of Sion 
ow O daxghter of Fern vibe, ey eee, anto thee, he 5 
Juſt, and having ſalvation, lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and 
upon a Colt the fole of an At. You Jews expect a pompous 
Prince or King, that like another Alexander ſhall War with 
the Nations of the World, and as a triumphing Conqueror over- 
come them; that ſhall redeem you out of your captivity in all 


lands, and reſtore you again to your own land. Do but fearch 


the Scripture, and you'l find no promiſe of ſuch a Prince or 
King; He is lowly, taith Zachary, _—_ upon an Aſs ;, he con- 
feſt indeed he was a King, but with all, he ſaid his Kingdom 
was not of this world; No, as it is an everlaſting, fo it is a ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom; he rules inthe hearts of his Subjects, he makes 
them a willing and obedient people in the day of bis power; he 
makes all his Subjects Kings, and hath provided for every one 
of them a Kingdom. The 24 office is that of a Prieft, David 
ſpeaking of him in P/al. 110, ſays, Thon art a Prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchizedech. His Prieſthood was not tempo- 
rary, as eAarons was, but tis an everlaſting and unchangeable 
Prieſthood : the High Prieſt of old was but a Type of him; be 
offered up himſelf to God and the Father, a ſacrifice of a ſweet 
ſmelling ſavour ; by which offering he hath per fected for ever 
them that art ſanctiſied, and made reconciliation for their ſins ; 
he by his own blood ( not the blood of Bulls and Goats, Which 
could not poſſibly. rake away ſins, but by his own blood) # en- 
tred into the holy place, (not that made with hands, Which alſo 
was but a figure or Type, but) into Heaven it elf, where he ap- 
pears in the preſence of God for us. 5 

The Third Office is that of a Prophet; fo Moſes told your 
Fathers of old, Deut. 18. 18, That God would vaiſe them up 4 


Prophet from among their brethren, "like unto him; and he would 


put words in his mouth, and he ſhontd' ſpeak; all that he ſhould 
command hum; and whoſoever would not bearken to his words, 


' God would require it of bim. The accompliſhment of this ex- 


cellent 


deſpiſing and diſobeying the — Prophets, were only for a 


TEE | E23 

cellen Prophecy is in the perſon of Jeſus of Nazarerh,; he was 
not only anointed to be à King, and à Prieſt, bur a Prophet 
too ; he was raiſed up from amongſt your brethren (as you have 
heard); he was like unto Moſes : the other Prophets that ſuc- 
ceeded in their ſeveral generations, were none of them like unto 
him; they inſtituted no new Laws or ordinances for the worſhip 
and ſervice of God; they all built upon that foundation which 
he laid; this honour God confer d upon Aoſes to be a Lawgiver 
to his people: but now in after- times there was a Prophet to 
ariſe which ſhould be like unto him, and the ſimilitude conſiſted 


mainly in this, That he ſhould make new Laws and Ordinances in 


the Church; and who was this Prophet, but the bleſſed Jeſus? 


He hath revealed the Mind and Will of God in another manner 


than ever Moſes did; he hath difcover'd the myſtery and meaning 
of all the Moſaical Ordinances and Inſtitutions ; their nature, 
uſe and end, was unknow to your Fathers, though they were day- 


"ly converſant in and about them. 


e affirm, that we have thouſands of illiterate perſons.a- 


L dare aff 
naft us Chriſtians,” that can give a far better account of the 


+4 
= 


-vſe, and end, of all the NMoſaical Rites; Inſtitutions and Sacrifices» 


than the moſt learned Rabbins that you have, or that your 
Church ever had; and having unvail'd and aboliſh'd the old, he 
hath ſaperinduc'd new Ordinances and Inſtitutions, ſuch gs are 
more eafie and intelligible, and better ſuited to the adult ſtate 


of his Chutch and people; and in this he hath-ſhewed-himlelf 


a Prophet like unto Adoſes, yea, a greater: Prophet: than he: 


And with this agrees the teſtimony of the ancient Jews. The 
Author of Sopher Jhkarim, thus writes, In all that ſpace of time, 
wherein the Prophets follow d Moſes, until the ceaſing of Prophecy, 
- there was none like unto him; but hereafter ſhall arsſe. a Prophet 
(even the Meſſiah) who ſhall be like him, yea, a greater Prophet than 


+; was. Now to cloſe my diſcourſe upon this head, Jet me 
ſhew you how the commination contain'd in this Prophecy is fallen 
upon Your people and Nation. God doth here threaten, that. 
be will require it of him, or them, who ſhall not hearken to the words 


= of this Prophet. There is evidently a Aeioſis in the words, 
k 


at is, there is more implyed than is expreſt: the meaning is, 


that he wilutterly-deſtroy or reject ſuch for their dilohedience. 


How ſadly is this fulfilled in the event? Your Fathers, who ſor 


ſea- 


24.3, 
feaforicorreed-and chaften'd, and after a ile Gelj 
out of vheir greateſt milexies ; they and 8 105 dren fo 
diſobedience to this Prophet, are utterly cut off and extermi- 
nated ; ſo ſeverely. hath God required thia at their bands. 

K. F. Pray Sir go on. 

Mr. B. 1 | al 28d but one deſcription mgre of the oof 
Meſfiah; 3 he is in the th place deſcribed & by his; . Ear 1 5 
Jews, 5 gx 


which he was to aa; the days of 


faid before , they expected pits wt not a ſuffe 
Meſſiah z nothing could -be more contrary to their expectation, 
chan, 4 Meſſiah that ſhould live in a. low and mean conditior 


adjekt to all the miſeries of this liſe, and at laſt to death it ſelf; 
"therefore this note, or deſcription of him, is wore 5 


"than all the reſt: this was more than implied in tha 
or Prophecy, where the Lord ſays, that the ſeed g 


ſpall brui ſe his heel. Tis worthy of eee es that al the 


particularities of Chriſts later eee eyen ay c 2 


to be oſt caſual, were forcknownof Bod, and ſoret ; 
word.” As now-for-inftance, his b e 
„Ariends, famikars and followers ; -of t 


of Chriſt, Pſal 41.9, Mine ewn familiar. friend, in 


rraſted, which did aa e my-bread,. bath lift \up his, be 1275 25 


/ we.+ Ses furrher in Fal. 55. Again the ſelling of, him for Thirry 
pieres of ſilver „00 and 
111. uſe thut this maney ſhould afterwards be gut 0 ( eve 
' purcbaſeof 4 potrer ) this was ſpoken of by ee 
12, 13, Again, the f flight of his followers, and their forla 
of him, WO foretold by the ſame Prophet, Zach. 1 3.7, Aale, 


00 2 ene, 3 my ſnephend, and againſt the man that 1s, my 


Lord of hoſtt; ſmite knee end fle, ſheep 


Nat. eee Again, the levere and, fordid uſage he. met 
--with by being ſcourged, buffeted, and ſpit pon, Was 3 
Pheſied of, Ia. O. 6, there the Meſſiah is brought in ſpeaking 
- after this manner; The Lord hath given me the tongue of the 
*Irarnedy Bc. and then it follows, I gave. my 975 te the Heiter, 

my chetks to chem that pluciꝶ off it he hair I hid not my face 
Tow flame und ſpitting. | Again, his death was | foretold by Ha- 


ee eee e l. „ hut not for him 5 
gain, his being liſted up upon a Crols, that was prefigured a 


for 5 


2 Lon, by 
ng 


: that ir'{hould/bea violent death, Dar; g- 26, After. three- 
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Aoketeld by Advſet when he lifted up the Serpent in the wilden 

gels; and by. David, 3 {peaking in 5 perſon of. Chriſt 

He ſuys, Fal. 22 14, All my bones are out of jeynt. Again, the 
— his hands and feet, that was woken of in the ſame 
Fſald, verſe 16, They pierre d my bands and my feet. And Zacbary 
Tpeaks' how the 7ews in the laſt days ſhall look en him whom they 
bude pierced. That paſſage about their parting his Garments, 
Was predicted in the ſame Fſalm, uerſ. 18, They parted my. gar- 
went amongſt them, andecaſt lots upon my veſture. In that f alu 
allo you will find a prediction of that cruel mocking and deri- 


_ Hon that he et ita ver ſ. 7, All they that ſee me, laugh me 


To ſcorn, they ſhoot out the lip, ſhake the head, ſaying, he 
3 in 47 21 that be aches Eon bim, let him Ae bows, 
ſceing be delighted in hin. Vea, that bitter cry that came from 
him upon the Croſs is recorded in this F ſalm, ver ſ. 1, Ay God, my 
'God, why'baſt"thou forſaken we ? Yea, their giving him Gall and 
Vinegar to drink, that alfo is foreſpoken of P/al. 69. 21, They 


| ove he alfo gel for meat, and in my thirſt they gave me vineg ar 


A theſe: things were done, not only to fatisfie the 
"kiſs amd Wills of men, but to fulfill the Scripture, the Word of 
God. There is one place in Iſaiah, Chap. 53, of that Frophecy, 


that ſpeaks more amply of this ſubject, and indeed it ſeems ra- 


ther to be n Hiſtory than à Prophecy of Chriſts ſufferings. It 
begins with à deſcription of his mean and low condition, He 
e 5 % 4 render plamt, not as a tall and ſtately Cedar; 
but as a ſhrub or tender plant ready to be cropt by every beaſt, 

and to be ttod under by every foot: and as @ root ont of 4 dry 


| ground; this may reſpect the family of Foſeph: and Mary, out of 


which he ſprang, and the low and contemptible condition there- 
of; he was fo unſuitable to the expectation of the Fews who 
lockt for a Meſſiah (as I faid before) that ſhould be a tem- 
oral Monarch, e, . ee ae and ruling with viſi- 
ble power and gteatneſs; that when he came, they hid their fa- 
cer from him, they deſpiſed and eſteemed him not; when they ſaw 
him, he had no form or comlineſs for which they ſhould deſire him. 
In the next place the Prophet deſcribes his ſufferings and afflicti - 
„ons, $a this hedth' in great variety of expreſſions; he ſpeaks 
of 'himi'as'a n of ſorrows; and acquainted with grief, who bare 
"our gie fu, carried aur ſorrows, was ſmitten of od, and affiitt- 
ed; who was wounded for our ' tranſpreſſions, bruiſed for our uns 
NN ; | D 2 quitie ſy 
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quitier; the chaſtiſement of our: peace was upon kim,” «nd with bis © 
pes we are healed - all we like ſheep haut gon aftray, and the 
Lord bath laid on him the iniquities of wall. He was oppreſſed, 
and he was afflicted, yet be opened not his mouth; be is brought as 
4 lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, 
fo he opened not his month. He was cut off out of the land of the 
living : for the tranſgreſſion of my people was he ſtricken... It pleaſed 
the Td to bruiſe him, he bath put him to grief. He hath paur- 
ed out his ſoul unto death, he was numbred with trauſgreſſors, and 
he bore the ſin 75 many. I ſhall not ſtand now to open all theſe 
prophetical paſſages, and apply them to Chriſt. Tis the man- 
ner of the Prophets to ſpeak of things to come, as if they were 
paſt or preſent, and that is the reaſon why //axb ſpeaks all a- 
long in the paſt or preſent tenſe.” This is ſuch a Prophecy of 
' Chriſt as belongs to him, not only properly, but immediately. 
In other places and propheries eſpecially in the Pſalms ) David 
or ſome other as a Type of Chriſt is ſpoken of in the firſt place, 
when the Meſſiah is principally intended ; but here it is quite 
otherwiſe, Chriſt himſelf is immediately ſpoken of, That. the 
Meſfiah is here intended, is confeſt by your ancient Maſters ; 
the Chaldee Paraphraſi expreſly names the Meſſiah, and inter- 
prets the whole chapter of him. So doth. the Targum and the 
Talmud it ſelf. In Alſhech on the very place, it is thus written, 
That it « concerning Meſſiah the King that. theſe words are ſpoken, 
and this he ſays, is determined by oar Maſters with aus conſent. 
In vai therefore do fome later Fews attempt to make Jeſiah or 
Jeremſib, or the whole body of the nation, the ſubject of this 
Prophecy, To which of theſe can all or any indeed of the fore. 
mentioned paſſages in any tolerable ſenſe be accommadated? 
Rightly therefore doth one call this Chapter of Maiah, the tor- 
ture or rack of the Fewiſh Rabbins. Hulſus the Hebrew Profeſ- 
ſor in Breda, informs us ina late Treatiſe of the Fewiſh Theolo- 
gy , how fome Few: told him that their Maſters could eaſily 
© have-extricated themſelves from all other places in the Prophets, 
il. Iſaiab in this place had but held his peace: though. that was 
but a vain boaft, becauſe other Prophecies ( ſome of which you 
have now heard) areas perplexing to them as this. Yet it 4 
-pears by their own confeſſion, that this Prophecy e 


pM 
hamper and en f. them. Yea, the very reading and peru- 
ſing of this place of Scripture (which is one cauſe why 1 2 

s ong 
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kong upon it.) hath been a means: of converting many Fews to 
the Chu Region. Hex the confeſſign of ed Iſaac, 
a German Jem, and afterwards a Chriſtian Frofeſſor at Cologne, 
Arno 1558, This, ſaith he, I do ingenuoully profeſs, that the 
5.3 of Iſaiah did draw me to the Chriſtian Faith; for more than 
a thouſand times have I read that Chapter thorow, and | have 
accurately compar'd it with many Tranſſations, and have found 
that there is a hundred times more myſtery concerning Chriſt 
contain'd in the Hebrew Text, than can be found in any other 
Tranſlation 5 and then he declares how at Frank ford he diſputed 
with Five Rabbins, and from this very Chapter did ſo ſtop their 
mouths, that they had not one word to anſwer. Andradius tells 
us how he knew ſeveral Fews inhabitants of the inner Africa, who 
by reading and ruminating upon this very Scripture,were induc't 
to leave their friends and Wee with inflamed deſires to 
conſecrate themſelves to Chriſt: He adds, that he askt ſome of them 
what it was in that 53 of Iſaiab, that wrought ſuch a conviction 

them; they anſwered, that one paſſage did more toueh 
; chem than all the reſt :: and that is the clauſe which we tranſlate 
ſmitten of God and afflifted |, the words are mucks elohim ume unne, 
which they ſaid was thus to be rendred, God himſelf was ſmitten 
and humbled. By which words they aſſur d themſelves the whole 
Chapter was to he underſtood, not of a man, but-of God himſelf 
made man, that he might bear and blot out our fins. 

Let me add but one thing more, That the holy Prophets of 
old did not only foretel} the Humiliation, but the Exaltation 
of the Meſſiah 3 all which Prophecies alſo have had their ac- 
compliſhment in Jeſ of Nazareth : conſult Iſa. 63. 1,2, 3: Who - 
i thus that. cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Box- 
rah? this that is gloriou in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs 
of his ſtrength ? I that ſpeak, in righieouſne ſi, mighty ro fave ? 
Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like hint... 
that treadeth in the wine fat? I baue trodde the wine preſs alone, 
and of the people there was none with me. This obfrure Pro- 
phecy by many Chriſtian Expoſitors is. applied to the paſſion - 
of Chriſt,” But Rabbi Sawncl, a converted Few, in a little Ara- 
biet Treatiſe doth .loarnedly- apply it to the Exaltation of 
_ Chriſt, from him I J ans The interpretation, and for that 

reaſon I chuſe to urge it; though fince I find that Mercer, Ca- 
werus and others have expounded it the ſame way. All the phra- 


ſes 
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forth the ttiumph Gf Sbriſt is Re. 
ot be. gloriow in bit" perl as being 
Jed of, ſtain d. wi 1 of li enemies 3 his arments are 
like him that treads in the wine fat, when the ſaice the pteſſed 
Brapes is ſprinkled upon him that preſſeth them z he is tra- 
velling in the Lreatneſs o ith frength'; >» that is, ſtrongly con- 
que ring Go, e is adverſaries. Under the name of 
Edow 


Zr et out his e conqueſt and tri- 
2 over all his and his Churche 


ee eh that he od the wine- Preh alone; 

All his 2 Overkaries were under. his feet ; and therefore jt follows, 

wine anger, and trample them in fury, 

Shoe blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my tr Cc. There are 

in that one Book of the P/alms moſt clear Prophecies of 
Cbriſts Exaltation in all the branches of it. 

2 David ſpeaks of his RefurreQion; * 44. 16. 10. T boa wilt 


nat leave wm oul 1 hell, „nor [uffe uffer t holy 1b leg err #ption ; 
this 45 foe of x ic Reſurre&tion of CE ron Ws God 


| nat 'of the fit of: his loins 
according to the fleſh, he would raiſe up Oe to ſir upon his 
Throne. He could not {peak this of hi 3 for after he 
dexved his generation by the will of God, he fell = ſleep, and 
2 laid unto. his 9 0 and faw corrüptian; but now for 
„ and ſaw no corruption. 
penſion; Pal. 68.18. Thou 
* ended en big e 17 2 capti ve, thou haſt 
Teceivea Lifts 22 Ba 5 : Jos for 3 reh lidus alſo, that the Lord 
God may dwell among the =. We 2, 5 LON He peaks to God, 
> 80d. it muſt be underſt wy F'Cin'the' fore. 


10 e £4 hook.) of e e for Go Conſidered 


vine nature. and” '&r nee, can deitber geſcend nor 
e e 


, Again David ſpeaks dr hi ſcffion' at the © fight hand' of 
P/al. 110: 1, The Lord 2 e 


_” right band, until 1 make thine exe 1 By Da- 
25 Lord Hove, me ouſt e the 1255 ho though 
in reſpect of his humane d Natur he was Del yet in re- 


ſpect of his Divine nature he Was "Davids Leid. This Chriſt 
| then 


Q-$ ww wr > 
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— 10 200 is the eternal Son of God, being made fleſh, and 
aſſumed” our nature into \Pexlorfal); union „with his 
Ea. in that natore which he - roy, -afſamed; he ſuſ- 
fered and made ſatisfaction for our ſins, and in that nature he 
oe ie into heaven, and fate down at- the right hand of 
on e from hence he ol gone gay en, 
Ra to ple ick und the dead. 5 Nie 

Both ime uo tenz th !vroulefail)m&.to\ Cite vll the Pro⸗ 
** of the Meffiah that are in the Lawof Aaſæ; and in the 
Prophets, and in the Pſab»s; much” more to expound and apply 
them. Several of the moſt confiderable L have a little toucht 
and have ſhewed you how they are verified and ful- 

Fe ee ich as the» thing to be de- 

; DO TONS TITS 121 785 hat: 1 eye" 55 end mew n: * 
* 91 Sir your argdin = not's Hlenc mes; but in ſome 
meaſure convinc't me. I Know not whit? s the matter, Lind: a 
Ng OE ens within ds N Sf 

A ake heed'of Ehbttheringand eee det hee | 
He Fathers „ee aa Belnot aha to 
cap 9 2 og wat it. Qruthtiomighty,, - 
vail? What if uld from this day forward 


becomes Chriſtian? ph rae And let me tell you, 


ure noe the firſt of yout Nation that hath C6 done. At the 
liſhing of the Goſpel of *Chriſt;'though the moſt oſ your 
erfiftedt it foyer ny thouſands believed,” ad 

; undi in. latter times e are not with 

a er of x this very thing: © Frold-yourbut motwof dome, 

. he Yee | (if need be) give you a ſiſt of a great many more. In 

year 1310, Nicholas de Lyra; of a Few became a Chriſtian, - 

hath wrieten an excellent Treatiſe, Proving by irrefragable 

| im eng thatthe egen & one and that no othercis kolbe 


; 75 "hoy ie, e EE —_ — de 
; about" 171 nus ucti fide (as 
Rea Wer jay — 3 and wrote 
© a book ralPd' baer the Few feourge;-ini which he 
| >, 2 hd approved Robbins, ma- 

9 g weir own Authors to prove that Le is the Chriſt, - When 
the 


chelboak avail 3 n 3 * b * con- 
vincing arguments therein containtd, above e ews were 
rurn'd to the faith. One Pauliu Ricing in the Court of the Em- 
peror Maximilian; of a Few was converted to Chriſtianity, and 
wrote many things agzin his old misbeljct, Antonius Margarita 
converted in heart and baptized, converts his hand and pen againſt 
the ewe. Erneſtu Ferdinandus, of a Few became 2 Profeſſor 
of the Chriſtiam Faith, and writes a- book which he calls Fla- 
gellum Fudeorum. Paulus Meidnerus 'turn'd to Chriſtianity, and 
in his Writings hath calb'd upon his backſliding brethren the 
Fews, and hath found Jeſus himſelſ, to bid them come and ſee. 
1 could tell you: of: | Chriftianus Ger ſan, Emanuel Tremelius (who 
hath worthily contributed towards the tranſlation of the Bible) 
with a many others. And I doubt not but there be many thou- 
ſands of your Nation, that are greatly convinc't and periwaded 
that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, though ON donot open ly profeſs it. 
Will you give me leave „ a oxy that I have met with in 
ne Writing of Epiphanias, à credible. and renowned Author 
tis concerning one Fo Tee ene ge the days of Conſtan- 
'rine-the Great? This worthy perſon doth ly 
pre teſt he had it, in order as ede dae it, from Joſeph's own 
mouth. This Foſeph laid with the Patriarch of the Jet, called 
+Ellel. The Pattjarch being ready to dye, ſends. Zaſeph to the 
Biihop of 'Tybe73as, CY come to him, under 
of his being his Phyſician. coming to | im, he be- 
ſeecheth him to baptize him; WP the ſervants arecom- 
manded to make ready ſome water, as if it had been for ſome 
medicinal uſe, and then they were all commanded to withdraw. 
Jeſepb looks through ſome. erevige of the door, and ſeeth, the 
ate baptize the Patriarch. Three days After, the Patri rch 
Ag ' bequamthe: tuitloa of his Son (not yet at age). 
5 and another. Theft things ſtuck in Joſephs mind, and 
mud him deſirous to know, mare of the Chriſtian Religion. And 
there deitig/a certain ſecret place of ſuppoſed treaſure, Which 
Joſerh had now: the keys of, he opens it, and; findeth no money ; 
but : the Gojpet of :Fobn; and theo Ads of zhe Apoſtles tranſtated 
into Hebrew; and with them Matthews. Genealogy. * The ercading 
of rhelviacreaſedhis perplexitiey, but yet did not Katers him 
to be baptived. Aſter this he fell into a ſore and dangerous dil- 
-.eaſe, and he apprehended that Chriſt 1 to him, * 


0 


ua e 
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Aim he ſhobld recover, abd exhorting him to believe in him) Which he 


tomifed to do, and recovered ; but contiming obſtinate, he fell ſick 
ain, and that lo deſperately, that they had no hope of his lie. The 
Few: coming about him to perform thoſe ceremonies, and give that ad- 


Him r 


et 

4. 1111, 12, 13, it ſhal cou w 
Baſs in that day, that the Lord ſhall fer bis han igaim the ſecond die, v0 
'Fechver the rewmant of. his people which ſhall be left, from AHſyria, and 
. 2 


j [32] 
BO Iſaiah's Prophecy, Ex N. 2 1227 3424, Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will take the children of 1 3b > The rs Hea- 
they whither they be gone, and will gather. A on every ſide, and bring 
the into their un $40) And I wil malt them one nation in the land up- 
en the mountains of Iſrael, and one king ſhall | be ang to them all: and t 


2 be no more two nations, ax N bey be. drvided into two bing 
2 more at all. Neither ſb 74 t * any more with 
57 ls, ner with e s; but 1 ave t ” ont of f all 


their dwelling: places wherein they have ſinned, and will cleanſe them : Jo 
ſhall they be my people, aud I will be their God. And David my ſervant 
ſhall be King over them, and they all ſhall bave ene ſbepherd. Hoſea 3. 
4» 5» The children of Iſrael abide many days without 4 King, and 
without 4 Prince, and without 4 ſacrifice, and witbout an Image, and 
without an Ephod, and without 12 eAfterwards ſhall the chil- 
dren. of Iſrael retunu, and ſeek the Lord their, God, and David their 
King) and ſhall fear the Lord aud his goodneſs in the latter days. Tach. 
19. 6,7, 8, I will ſftrengt] then the bouſe + rn, ng WE ſave the houſe 
of Feſeph, and I will, bring them again to, placs them, for I haue mercy up- 
vn them and they ſhall be 1 gb | e Hg: for I am the 
Lard their pls and will hear th + Cady of — ſhall be like 
a mighty man, aud their heart 2 joyce 2 through wine : yea, their 
| e wr ſhall ſee it, and be glad. 1 will hiſs for them, and gather 
hwy for I have redeemed them: and hy br increaſe at they haus in- 
e. They ſhall remember me in far countries, and they ſhall live 
Wh their. children, and turm again. I will bring them again alſo out of 
rhe land of Egypt, and gather them out of Aſſyria, and I will bring them 
into the land Golead and Lebanon, and ee U not. be 3 
then. And I will rengt hen them in the Lord, and they [hall walk, up 
gown v. ee aith the Lord. pes 0 ſuch wp Propheſear 7 — 
road, of our Faich and 517 or the calling and converſion of your 
Nation.” To Which 1 ma add, th 4 "uy the fame thing is foretold in the 
utitin of the Ape . our Paul Ns, that e 5 
ert i bapned to Iſrael until the. = the Gentiles be come in; and 
4 Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, For proof he cites apoſſags jn » Iſai 
Where it is written, there {ball come. out of Sion the deli 


lall turm away ungodlineſa from. 2 He 1 8585 Toe war FR 


* „ ma thereconciling of the Gentiles : 75 ” again 
1 be life from the — Fo them. He a go farther, 7 | they are K 

Wee the {uthert 1 Land Cos fie op unbelief, thomgb new 
are cut off, they nope ig oe 27 n in 4. 


£9. And. Tear fo Pe he Mt 1 read, there 15.4 ual . 
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_ phewail all be taken away. then a greater uc | 
4. -4wizt 2 neon than you kts of, Setting aſide hole woll 
| dreams that ſome of you have about the enjoying ot ſenſual pleafures,-'as 
Behemoth, (it, the wine of Paradice, and the like; there is nothing in 
your own expectations, but we believe youſhall be partakers of. *Nay, 
we ſuppoſe you may return to your-own land, enjoy great riches, a 
rule in the world; and be filled with the Light and Knowledg of the 
Will and Worſhip of God, ſo as to be a guide, bleffing, and re- 
viving to the Gentile Churches; but all this we fay muſt come to 
paſs in Gods own appointed ſeaſon. When the time, the ſet time is 
come, then will God take away the vail from before the eyes of your 
| Nation and People, and incline their hearts to receive and believe in 
| him, whom their forefathers rejected. Then ſhall be (fulfilled that 
which is foretold by Zachariab the Prophet, They ſhall look upon him 
whom. they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as one mourn- 
eth for his only ſon- and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is 
in bitterneſs for his firſt born. - „ 
EK. F. Sir, your words carry a kind of charm in them: I think (were 
it not for one thing) I ſnould forthwith become a Proſelite to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Name. > | EOS 
Mr. B. Pray what is that ? | e 
EK. F. Ple be plain with you, tis the Idolatry of the Chriſtiz 
Febsuab it 4 jealow God; our Fathers have ſmarted for giving bis 
iS glory to another. This is the abominable thing that God hattet. You 
may imagine tis no ſmall offence to us Fews, to ſee as great; br 
greater idolatry amongſt the Chriſtians than is amongſt the ver 
agans. How oft have I ſcen them worſhipping a Wafer , whic 
they ſometimes call the Hoſt, and ſometimes the Body of Chrift? and 
1 have heard it is determined in one of their Councils, which' I think 
they call the Council of Trent, That-all Chriſtians onght*t6 give the 
ſame worſhip to it, which they grve to God himſelf. Now though you 
think we Jews have no Faith, yet we have ſo much ſenſe and reaſon, 
as to know a Wafer Cake is not the bleſſed Fehovah. And pardon the 
expreſſion, we think it no lefs than horrid blaſphemy to call it ſo, 
and no other than groſs: Idolavry to worſhip it às fuch. enn. 
Again, You Chriſtians-worſhip' the Croſs of Chriſt; that is, 4 piece 
of wood with a Croſs upon it: for as to the very Croſs on which fie 
was crucified, we ſuppoſe that is not amongſt youzand if it were, ve think 
it ſtrange that you ſhould bow down to it, and worſhip it. Sure- 
ly the Heathens worſhipping -of __ and ſtones was not more di- 
| | 4 rect 


* \ ' 
. 


„%% A ͤ 3 
— eE>—<—— <Erywm 


— ——— — — 
— — —— — — FE . < 


— r 
—— ——— 


PITS: 34] 
r J * gur P hach aid, a * 
te dhe Jen 


to the Jem ; Ile aſſure you theadoting en toſt ot u piede 
of wood, is a greater ſtumbling block than the other. Agai 

worſhip Men and Women that are deceaſed, whom you call your 
Saints; theſe you don't only deſire to pray for you, but you alfo 
dirett your. prayers. unto them, athing of them the ſame bleſſings 
and favours: as you de of God himfglt,. and which are beyond the 
power of any Geature ia Heaven oe Earth to give. To theſe you 
build Temples, erect Altars, burn Incenſe, make vous aud promiſes, 
and the like. And which is more than this, you adore and worſhip the 
very images and reliques of ſuch. We Fews are better inſtructed than to 
adore any mage either of. à creature, or of the Creator hame lf. We 
have the ſecond Commandment of the holy Law af God in high eſteeii 
though you have ſinfully laid it by, and made an irratidaal, ridiculous 


diviſion of the Tenth-Commandment, that you may til keep the number 


of Ten. We look: upon it as 4 pitiful evalion,.a filly falvo, to ſay you 
don't worſhip the Image, but God in it; or that your worſhip ter- 


minates in God and not in the Image. The Pagans knew as well 6 


u, that their Images were not gods themfelves, and they mor- 

ipped them not as gods, but as the tepreſenters di fame Deiry, 
80 lome of them have expreſſy ſaid, Jt 5s the . gods that the worſhip 
by Images. They were not ſo ſimple, as to think there were as ma- 

Jupiters, or Apollo gz as there were lnages of them in-the. world. 
When our Fathers fell into Idelarry, and made them a Golden Calf, 
tie evident they intended to terminate their worſhip in Sod, and 


15 ore him under that ſymbol ef his. preſence: they were not ſo | 
Jottiſh, as to think that the Calf that was newly made, and that of 
materials which they brought out of - Egypt, was that God that 


made them, and brought out of the Land of and yet 


this is their language concerning the Image they had formed, Theſe - 
.are_thy Gods:, ah tral, \which breughs. thee: up out f the Land of" 


For: which can bear no other fene, but that they took it for 
t 


e ſymbol and repreſentation of that God that brought them 
thence. And the Reaſon why they pitcht upon a Calf for ſuch a 
n is this, becauſe they had lived long in Egype, where 

x 1 


* 


golden Bulls were the ſymbols of their chief God Oſiris. 


I deed not further to dilate upon this matter: you ealilg under tand 


what i mean; tis your Idolatry in the forementioned purticulars that 
3 us irreconcilable to che Chaittian Religion. We have learnt to 
ſhun this abomination, for which God was angry with-our Fathers, and 


fo angry, that he bath wiſiged this iniquity upon their Childrenunto ma- 
$51 * N ny 


ain „ von 


Gods and men; that the way of worthipping of them, and of receiving 


[ 35 3 
ny generations. Some df our Maſters have ſaid, that there is ao puniſti - 
ment upon {/rael, but there is ſtill an ounce of the Golden Calf in it; 
that is, God doth Rill remember againſt us the Idolatry of our forefa- 
thers, to puniſh us for it. We are refolved therefore to keep at the 
nag, diſtance from this fin. and to have nothing to do with the Chri- 
ſtians, till they keep themſelves from Idols. 
Mr. f. It is too manifeſt to be denied, that there is too much of Idolatry 
practiſed 3 many that call themlelves Chriſtians; and God for- 
bid that 1 ſhould onee open my mouth to vindicate or palliate their 
miſcarriages in this kind: but yet you muſt give me leave to inform 
you, that the holy Catholick Church, or the generality of Chriſtians, - 
do as much deteſt this abominable practice, as you Fews do or can; tis 
only found with a fehiſmatical ſe& or party amongſt us, to wit, the Pa- 
piſts. Theſe are they (as I told youar our former meeting) that have 
abuſed the world, and ſeundalized Infidels with many forg'd and ficti- 
tious miracles; and theſe are they likewiſe that defile themielves, and 
offend the Fews with their Idolatrous practiſes: you know better than 
to impute the misbehaviour of a particular Sect of Chriſtians upon the 
Chriſtian Religion in general; tis as if we ſhould impute the miſtakes -_ 
of the Saddures upon the whole Nation of the Fews, and ſay they all. 
deny that there is any Refurre&ion, or Angel, or Spirit, becauſe this 
was the folly and mishelief of that particular ſe. The Papiſts amongft 
us, are ſuch as the Sadducer, or rather the Samaritans were among 


the Jews, who apoſtatiz'd and Tevolted from the true * Religion, and 


wor ſtipꝰd they knew not hat; and of whom it is recorded in the 
Seripture, 5 feared the Lord; and ſerved. their own gods. 
Though theſe Papifts are Chriſtians in name, yet in reality they are 


+ Antichriſtian, and rome adverſaries to Chrift and the Chriſtian Reli- 


iftian World crys out upon them, for reviving and 
3 the Idolatry of the Heathens in the Church of Chriſt. The 
Pagan ldolatry was the-ſamplar and pattern of Popiſh Idolatry, and 
the one is exactly parallel with the other.  Heſiod, Plato, Plutarch, and 


other Heathen Authors, have given us an account of the Erhnick, Theo- 


logy and Idolatry, how they acknowledg'd and ador'd an inferior {ort 
of Deities, which they cald Dæmons, which were a middle fort be- 
tween the Soveraign heavenly Gods, and mortal men. That theſe Dez 

mons, as to their original, were the deified ſouls of worthy men, and 
great Hero's, after their death (though ſome of them were of a ſuperi- 
our quality, and were never impriſoned in mortal bodies); that as to 
their office, they were as Agents or Mediators betwixt the Soveraign 


be- 


A 
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theſe Papiſts in their worſhipping (as you haye noted) 
their reliques and Images. A for their Idolatry in worſhipping a wa- 


ver, and braſs, and ſtunt, and ef wood, which neither can ſee, nor bear, 
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benefits by them, was to bow down to their Mages, to adore their re- 


tiques, to Temple them, and the like. All this is imitated and . by 
of Saints, 


fer, or a cup of wine, that allo may be reduc'd to Image - worſhip, as 
being the adoration of a fign or ſymbol; and to ſpeak frecly, I think it 


. degree above the abomination of the Pagans; for though poſſibly, 


they ſuppoled ſome preſence of their Dæmons in their Images, yet they 
could not be fo blockiſh as to think the Images and Sy inbols to be tran- 
ſubſtantiated into them. Nevertheleſs the Idolatry of this wicked 
and Antichriſtian-crew, may ſerve to ſtabliſn, rather than ſtagger 
your faith in the belief of the Goſpel, and of the new Teſtament, be. 
cauſe therein it was foretold, that in the later times ſuch a generation 
ſhould arile, as ſhould apoſtatixe from the faith, and give heed to ſpi- 
Tits of error, and Dottrines of Demons, IiÞaczaniars deluarioy, fome 
render the words, Doctrines of Devils, but they are better rendred, 
Doctrines of, or concerning Dæmons; the genitive cate (as ſome have 
obſerved ) being here to be taken paſſively for the objects of thoſe Do- 
ctrines; ſo that it is a plain prediction of the reviving of the Gentiles Ido- 
latrous Theology of Dæmons among a fort of revolting and apoſta- 
tizing Chriſtiane, as the Papiſts are; and the event hath anſwered the 
Prophecy. And to the ſame purpoſe | might ſhew you how Rome, the 
chief ſeat of this P/eudo-Chriſtian, or Antichriſtian ſect or party, is 
called Babylon more than once in the Scriptures of the new Teſtament, 


yea great Babjlon the Mother of barlots, and abominations of the earth. 


Babylon in the letter was the pirent or founder of the worſhipping of 
Dæmons. Baal or Bel, the firſt King of Babel after Nimrod, was the 
frſt that ever was deiſyed or reputed a God after his d- ath jz thence, 
afterwards they called all other Dzmons Baslim , tis with reſpect 
hereto that Rome is call'd myſlical Babylon; from thence proceeds all 
this Idolatrous and Dzmon- worſhip, for which you are fo offended at 
the Chrifians. The Apoſtle John in the book call'd his Revelation, 
doth farther tell us, that the Chriſtian Church (which he calls the ho- 
ly city ) (hall be trod under foot by the Gentiles forty two months, that is, 
it. hall be over whelmed with the Gentiles Idolatry. And again, he 
ſpeaks of a huge Army that ſhall come upon the Chriſtian world, and 
deſtroy a third part of men ( which we take to be meant of the Otto- 
man, or Turziſh invaſion, which hath ſwallowed up fo great a part of 
Chriſtendom ), and vet for all this thoſe which remain will not repent of 
their ſins, that they ſbould not worſhip Demons, and Idols of gold and ſel- 


nor 
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nor walk; No, they are hardned in their wickedneſs and Idolatry, and 
no plagues or judgments of God upon them will turn them from it. 
But Whither hath my zeal againſt this Popiſn and Peſtilent ſect carried 
me ? 1 pray you, Sir, to believe, that all Chriſtians are nat Papiſts, or 
Popiſh Idolaters, though they abound till in ſo ne Countreys (in which 
it may be you have been moſt converſant, as I remember I hinted to 
you at our laſt meeting), yet bleſſed be God of late years they are 

reatly diminiſhed. Time was when the mot of theſe European Nations 
did drink of the wine of the wrath of this myſtical Babylon's fornication, 
and the Kings of the Earth did commit fornication with her; but now 
they begin zo hate ber, and many Nations and Millions of particular 
Chriſtians are come aut of ber: This is the happy cale of the City and 
Nation in which you now reſide. I appeal ro you whether you have 


' ſeen or heard of any of the forementioned [dolatries ſince you came hi- 


ther, Let this therefore lye no longer as a block or ſtone of ſtumbling 
in your way. The Lord cure you of this and all other prejudices a- 
gainſt Chriſt and Chriſtianity z Oh that he who ſo loved the world, as. 
to give bus only begotten ſon, would give you to believe in him, that /o 
believing in him, you might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. This is 
that - ſtone which was ſet at nought of you builders, and is now become the 
head of the carner; neither is there ſalvation in any other, nor any other 
name under heaven given among men whereby they may be ſaved. 

R. F. Sir, I am 9 to you for your patience and pains in hearing 
and anſwering my objections. Ihave this to requeſt of you, That you 
will pleaſe to tell me your name, and the place of your abode, and give 
me and ſome others leave to wait upon you, to receive information a- 
bout ſome particulars which are not proper at this time and place to be 
propoſed. a 
Preſently Me. B. told him his name, and where be dwelt, and ad- 
ded, that he ſhould be heartily. glad to. ſee him, and any he ſhould 
bring with him, at his. houſe and did hope they ſhould be better ac- 
quainted. Upon this they ſaluted each other in,a friendly ſort, and the 


company broke up and departed. Father S. and Mr. B. tarried awhile 


behind, and when they two were alone, Father S. gave Mr..B. his 
hearty thanks, and told him, that he was now farther ſatisfied that the 
principles and practiſes of the Roman Catholicks were-a means of hard: 
ging and ſcandalizing the poor Jews; that he for his part, for that and 
other reaſons, ſnould F Proteſtant, but that two thing 
did retard his converſion. oy _ | eee 
1. The diviſions that were amongſt the Proteſtants; he did not know + 
towhich. party (they were ſq many) he ſhould berake himſelf. _. 11 
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2. The dangers he ſhould incur from the Papiſt, and particularly from 


thoſe of his own fraternity, the Feſuits, who would certainly ſome time 

*or other aſſaſſinate or murther him. This being their avowed principle, 
that it is lawful to kill any man that ſhall forſake his Order, and publiſh 
the crimes of his Society, if there be no other means to hinder him. 


Mr. J. told him he did not queſtion the removal of theſe two remo--- 
ra's. As to the firſt (faid-he) which is the diviſions amongſt the Prote - 


ſtants, it is grounded upon a miſpriſion or miſtaxe. I am able to demon- 
ſtrate that there is a greater Union amongſt the Proteſtants, than amo 

the Papiſts; if you peruſe the ſeveral Confeſfions of Faith in all the fe- 
formed Churches, you ſhall find no material differences, they all accord 
in the main Articles of Religion, or in thofe points which are the vitals 
and eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith; their differences are about Church- 


Diſcipline,and Modes of worſhip,for the moſt part; wherein each party, 


according to the light they have received, endeayour to come the neareſt 
they can to the rule that Chriſt hath preſcribed; tis true, there are 
many Heterodox, heady, high-minded,halt-witted petſons that go under 
the general name and notion of Proteſtants, ſuch as Quakers, See 


85 ee 8 1 
Socinian;, &c. which we difown, and they are no more of Us, thant ey. 


are of you. Nay, we have good reaſon to believe, that thieſe Upſtärt 
Sets amongſt us, are of your begetting; therefore tis meet that your 
ſhould father them. Though the Proteſtants go under ſeveral denomi-" 


nations, as Calviniſts and Lutherans abroad, and as Epiſcoparians, Pres- 


byterians, and Independenrs here at home; yet it is idle and ridiculous to 
think that, becauſe they are of theſe ſeveral denominations, they are of 
feveral Religions. Do you like to have it faid, there are many different 
Religions in the Papacy, becauſe there are found many different orders 
and denominations therein, as Thomiſts, Scatiſts, Feſuits, Feen 
Molinifts, Dominicans, Francifcans, and the like ? We ſhould be ſorry to 
hear of ſuch differences and diviſions amongſt us, as are amongſt the feve- 
ral parties in the Church of Rome. How great are their differences a- 


bout matter of order ud government? The controverſies betwixt the 


Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts with us, are not like the controverfies 
betwixt the Regulars and Seculars with them about Epiſcopal Juriſdicti- 
on. 5 ow great are their differences about matzers of Faith 
and Doctrine? They are utterly divided and diſagreed, about that very 
power in which they ſhould unite, and which they pretend ſhould agree 
them in other things: one half of them are for the Soveraignty of a Pope 
above a Council, and the other of a Council above a Pope. The Popes 
perſonal infallibility is a great Article of Faith r the Feſuirs, when 
others in the Roman Church ( and'thoſ; perſons of no . 
f | name, 


— 
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name) declare it to be down-right hereſie. It is a matter of faith with 
the Dominicans, that all perſons ( Chriſt only excepted } were born in 


16 ſin; but others contend earneſtly for the immaculate conception of the 
Virgin Mary; tis a matter of faith with the Fauſeniſts and Domini- 
f cans, to attribute unto God, Predetermination, and the only praiſe of 


| er aha grace; but the Feſuiſts and Molinifts are otherwiſe opinio- 
nated; The deliverance of fouls from Purgatory by the prayers of the 
: living, is a matter of faith in the Church of Rome: but I can tell you 
of ſome great names (Members of that Church) who ſtifly deny it, 
and fay it was a novel opinion introduc'd by Gregory the firſt, againſt 
the conſent of antiquity. What need more inſtances! you may find 
many ſuch like in the Fanſeni an: e of Feſuits; the book is worth 
1 your reading, the Author a Papiſt, and a man of note and learning. 
The caſe being thus, it ſeems ſomething ſtrange that you ſhould be ſo 
much ſtumbled at the differences amongſt Proteſtants; when as I can: - 
eafily make it appear (as | have done in part already) that there is 
we more unity and concord amongſt them, than amongſt the Pa- 
iſts. 
; As to the ſecond obſtruction, which is the danger you run by re- 
nouncing Popery, from thoſe of your own fraternity: I have three 
things to offer for the removing of it. ' 
1. That this practice and principle of the Feſuits makes all ſober men 
2 to abhor the Popiſh Religion; they conclude it can't be the true Chri- 

g ſtian Religion, for that needs not aſſaſſinations, murders, and ſuch like 
. wicked artifices to uphold and propagate it. God will have no nn 
or men to ſpea; or att wickedly for him: their Religion is vain, and their 
damnation is juſt, wo do apparent evils under a pretence they may do good 
thereby. This conſideration, therefore, inſtead of delaying, ſnould 
haſten your renunciation of Popery and Feſuitiſm. 

2. All that are Chriſts Diſciples and Chriſtians indeed, are con- 
tented to deny themſelves, and to part with all, even with life it ſelf 
for his ſake: He hath told us plainly, that if any man come to him, and. 
hate not his own life, he cannot be his diſciple. ' And again he hath faid, 
That he that will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it; and whoſoever will loſe his life 
, for his ſake, ſhall ſave it. Pray Sir conſider, it you can't come up 
to this degree of felf-denial, to be willing to loſe and lay down your 
life for Chriſt, you will be but a nominal Chriſtian, and a Hypocrite; and-: 
then it matters not ( as to your eternal ſalvation) whether you can 
turn a Papiſt, or become a Proteſtant. 


| 3+ There are ſeveral Proteſtant Princes and States, who will protect 
| you and ſecure you from the rage and malice of theſe cut-throat e- 


i 
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"ſuits: You now reſide in a Proteſtant Kingdom, and under a Prote- 
tant King, from whom in ſuch a caſe you may expect ſufficient coun- 
tenance 


Father S. after a ſhort pauſe, thus reply'd : Sir, I am abundantly 
beholding to you for your free and familiar diſcourſe with me, for 
which I ſhall ever honour and eſteem you. You have ſpoken much in 
a little, and fully remov'd thoſe two blocks that I mentioned, as lying 
in my way. I ſhall ſhortly viſit you (with your leave) at your own 
houſe, and there adviſe farther with you about the things we have now 
diſcours d. Mr. B. told him He ſhould at any time be heartily welcom 

to him; and ſo they parted. I could wiſh my felf behind a Curtain 
when they have their next meeting. If this account may be of uſe to 
your 5 or any other, it is a ſufficient ſatisfaction to him, who is, 
ar Sir, 


Yours in many Obligations, 
N. H. 


FINIS. 
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